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Clark Group and Sloss Real Estate Convene 
Green Building Charrette at Harvard

Nation’s top green building experts discuss mixed-used development in Atlanta 

September 20, 2007 

(CAMBRIDGE, MA) The Clark Group and Sloss Real Estate will convene a design charrette on 

September 20th at the Harvard Graduate School of Design to discuss potential opportunities for 

green building in Midtown Atlanta. This charrette will bring together some of the nation’s 

brightest minds on issues relating to green building, sustainable transportation and food 

systems, water and energy efficiency, and the health and wellness industry. 

“This is a great opportunity to explore a wide range of issues relating to environmental 

sustainability,“ said Brian Kuehl of the Clark Group. “Our goal is to design a significant mixed-

use development that utilizes the latest in green building technologies and that also incorporates 

sustainable programmatic elements such as sustainable food and transportation systems.” 

Fueled by a booming economy, the Atlanta area has become the fastest-growing metro area in 

the United States. At the same time, this growth has presented environmental challenges 

including air and water quality impacts and loss of green space. In response to these issues, the 
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City of Atlanta and developers have begun championing environmental and green building 

initiatives designed to attract residential development in Atlanta’s core areas and encourage mass 

transportation. 

The Harvard design charrette will convene nationwide experts in the field of green design and 

industry sustainability to generate ideas for potential projects to set a new standard for 

environmental responsibility. Against the backdrop of rapid growth and a drive for in-town green 

building in Atlanta, the discussion will focus on building designs that feature highly efficient water 

and energy systems as well as environmentally beneficial and recycled materials. “We’re excited 

about the energy and ideas that will be generated by this charrette which will bring together 

experts to discuss the front edge of sustainable design including green building, sustainable food 

systems, preventive medicine and green hotel industry,” said Cathy Crenshaw, President of Sloss 

Real Estate, an 80-year old real estate development firm based in Birmingham, Alabama. 

The charrette will be facilitated by Steven Lewis, Architect with the Office of the Chief Architect 

for the General Services Administration and President of the National Organization of Minority 

Architects (NOMA). Perspective on green building will be provided by architects Gunnar Hubbard 

from Fore Solutions (Maine), Kenneth Kao, the Kao Design Group (Massachusetts) and from 

David Green with Lord, Aeck and Sargent (Georgia). 

Other experts in sustainability include Robin Chase, founder of Zip Car and CEO of GoLoco; Betsy 

Otto, Senior Director of Healthy Water Campaign at American Rivers; Kathleen Frith, Assistant 

Director of the Harvard Medical School Center for Health and the Global Environment; Mark 

Wuttke of the Wuttke Group, LLC, a world-class business development team with a focus on spa 

and organic luxury, and Michael Locascio, a noted leader in organic and sustainable culinary 

systems. 

“Green building and programs such as LEED certification have received a lot of attention in recent 

years,” said Brian Kuehl. “Our hope is to take this momentum and integrate it with cutting edge 

programming for this fixed-use development to create a truly sustainable development in the 

middle of America’s fastest growing metro area.”  
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